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I wrote to this Mr. R. F. Cottle asking about grandparents, hia father - Thomas
Edward - born November 22, 1850 at Horsley, Endland and died December 19, 1872,
Sacramento, California, his great grandfather, William Cottle, (dates unknown).

An Indian rain near Laramie, Wyoming in 1866 and just a';out wiped out the family.
My father was scalped by the Indians, his older brother, William was shot in the
back by a poison arrow, his sister Anna hid in an en^^ty flour barrell in covered
wagon and escaped. His mother was tied on an Indian pony , her arms around ite
neck her lege under its stomach. She was never seen or heard from after the raid
on pioneer wagon train.

The mail brings us letters from Cottles we've never heard from. This history should
be very interesting to read when completed. We are grateful for your cooperation.
We want every Cottle family possible included in oar history. Enclosed in this
letter of Cottles in so many different towns. Please give it to a Cottle you
know.

So I am sending this to you and maybe some Cottle you know can tell you some
history.
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The eurmane Cottle (Cotel CotteU) is a contraction of the Norwm or old

French d^o^l- ,ettle«ent or estate J
, . , f /Trt iji + h Will th'“ ConQU6Tor wh®n he Invaded England in XOoo*
^lll r tL^orf^nafiU-.

„e„tlons

as a Knignx> , :.-<3^ rie ':o^el. a Somersetshire knight of Samplora,
Four generations later. Sir - {-i] T«he Coteles owned Jaaerton, Comerset
Peverell (Devonshire) is ' called Cottles Atworth,

;s.r-uS’rr.:.s.*t'i-,;;'.s: =... u ^..r«.....»»-
?9th year of Henry 111, John Cotel died, leaving his three sisters

„ s:,
from whG« descended Shakespeare-8 immortal J^^e

Cotel Arms was a bend gales (a shield of gold with a

Wilta and With Edward I in 3^3 Margaret, of the Pever-
againet^Rohrrt ^ed^_
r^f s^r’e^iverde Di^^.^^Her°li^ntancp’^ thrD^vonshire property, wint into
that family.

Pedigrees

Devon, Soiaerset and Wilts.
1800 that can be found in the British Museum
the Middle l800*s.

The Cottles seem to have spread

V

'led

bend of red) which dates

He was

ells.

■*r

of the Cottells or Cottles appear in th. Herald's
There is also an extended pedigree printed in middle

which brings down many branches to

chiefly through the southwestern countries#

>

The following is a .onu^ental f«:':e^L!"®
Holy Trinity church, Bradford-on-Avon, Co, wilts. Kf),
brances to this onre powerful family.

Or, a bend rulesArras;

Near this place lieth the body of

cftuf ^'/'ke^^Karlh^l^, v't,

Mary, wife of Richard Cottle died May 30, 1773, age b yr. .
●'1 ●
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EDWARD COTTLE LINE

In the year 16W a company was fomed in London for the pu^ee of raising

larly r'ishermen.

They had rreat difficulty in getting a ship could not get
4 ipavft so they left for Holland *n two's and three's secretly, where
-ot a ship and set forth in the year l6?2, ninobor of passen^rs

StL'a "temMstuous" passage of six weeks the vessel was wrecked on the coast
^ Martha's Vineyard, Lme were drowned and the survivors

the survivors were two men by the name of Cottle, but distantly

all
● »

cargo,

related.
to Bojton town where they were badly treated ana final^
time of great religious persecution and though the Puri-
conformists and dissenters, all mercy and tolerance was

They made their way
This was in aexpelled,

tans themselves were non-

"'''Ih; two men named Cottle, with their f»iUes and ®
party moved several times to villages and farms where their skills ^ labor^s
needed and aopreciated; finally made their way into Maine which was at that t^
a p^t of MasSohusetts. They settled on the Kennebec f °hey
what is now the capital of Maine, Aupista. Being the earliest on the ^o^d ^ey
K H +>ioir nick of the best river bottom land and forest. They were friendly
the indiL^ a^d Lde with their Sachem that they wo^d each live ^
his oC^ rde“f tL river^d trade for fura and skins. Boston Intolerance did

’'^re^ife^t^’S'he Cottles was hhward Cottle, founder of the Cottle
in America. Edward had fourteen chirdren between his first
first being Edward who died in infancy) and his second w^e,
bSng Saraufl, r.orn about l6?9. Throutdi his son, John, who married Jean Look,
came'’one of Martha Washington's orogenitors (S). „ Sr

Also from Edward through John and Sylvarws come the Warren Cottle, Sr.
Dr Warren Cottle, Jr., married his cousin, Salome Cottle and they werefamily,

^rferc°oU^:rSr!°"-e™^Vermont to Missouri ^"^^99 fou^t in^e
War of 1812. LoreAso, son of Dr. Warren Cottle, also mwed

t8hO^'’™tttlevilir^MiLoll^i “if juL^^f^''miles Tram ofiiel Boone^s birtholace.
^ Ha^y of the yAunger men’from Maine and Massachusetts bec^e seafaring men

and ^^^mfy voyages^o prots of the United States, to the African Coast and to
the Far East.

One of the loading sea families was the
throuf^h John and Mary West to James sad Elizabeth Loo.<
^ J^ith Osgood. From the coast ot‘ .Massachusetts, these men sailed as Master
Mariners and ’Whalemen to all parts of tne world, line overland

Listed below is an account of the spreading of the Cottle line overlana.

ahobael Cottle family of Massachusetts
back to Edward Cottle

about ?0 miles below Fort Laramie,Rubidou's Trading House

June the Uth, l81i9

My Dear Wife:

Having an opportunity to send a
his road to the dt^tes to you know

we get along in this wild I'ogion,

few lines to you by a Mormon
the whereabouts we

on

and how



fve are all well and getting along well considering the roads and
weat>'.^-r. ;Ve roads have been heavy a large portion of the wav from St
Josepn and s-.-^e of the coldest ra;.n3 for the season of the year I have*
ever seen. Taking an over-oat anr blanket both on to keep us warm,
country is rising ir. the heavens fast and in three days drive will be
crossing the Black Hi^lls (as they are called) and will get
of the Snow Capped Mountains,

> The

a good sight

Oar te^yns lisve kept up as gnod
tained at this place that there '
and so nar^ behind ti:at
to keep out of their

One tning is certain,
ahead.

as when we started. We have ascer-

anout Six Hundred Teajns ahead of

it keeps us going ahead
th-y so.o*- of ■: t;n pasc us and we pass so-ae.
ahea . of

3
us

we can't keec cour* .
way anr

we are rowd and will try to keep

Some of the bluffs of r.his ri tt are very remarkable, lifting their
heads .nome cistance in the heavenn out t/.e country generally is a per
fect waste fit only for the bui'f'ilo ana Indians,

Warren is well and getting a'.ong first rate,
in fact our Coi^ipany enjoy good he-slt^h.

Thomas Cottle also-

We stopped i;f
under a high, t:

re this evening by a '’irst rate Spring coming out from
nlf and runn.ng tlirou-'li, /alley some 8 or ten mile

anc five or six broad, with tall ^ iuJfs on both sides of

a
3 iOng

us.

Wc will comi'ience cl .mbinc; ''ut
ascent is v-ry gradual I'rom her*

the vahiey in the morning,
to tne top.

The

I was in hop^^'s that I would hiave a charace
but dark has set in and will hav
lines on the

to write ^ifty cents worth
to close as I can*t see to follow the

Alvnrph and respects to Mr. Loving and the old Gentlemen
Alvorah and .amlly and accept for yourself my hearty wishes.

Zora Cottle

Katharine Cottle

The Mormon wno carries

by the Indians near the

left without anyth.ng,
states,

i.hls letter was robbed some two weeKs since

creasing of thic Platte above fort Laramie and
I to ●ive :i;i I'ifiy c^nts to carry it to the

Thomas Cottle senes his respects to his
balance of the f:m::

Tuesday Morning, June ● K.- ' i}-.

The wind nas sf ifted round t- \r,f* Mortr
wear an overcoat to make it even . orJ ortable.

yy here :,s in Missouri, Arc ..‘obt. rsado to be on our way

but very sure ve are well in the lead to the gold fields.

Cottles believe they , ome through Dr. Warren Cottle's son

Steph^ but in any event it is interesting to note that the Cottle name olayed
a marked roll in the history of Texas. pj.«yea

ather 3nd Mother and the

mat ma^. think of him.a' 1 'J t'l .■

: U.9,■ t

West and cold enough
'ae wea' her

to

is as changf-
once more -

i



George Washington Cottlr, the cousin of Pike Cottle through Zebolln fought
and died in the Alamo at San Antonia in Texas* great fight for freedora. For this,
Cottle County, Texas, subsequently was named in memory of George Washington Cottle.
The coimty seat is Paducah. Also, from the Texas Cottles came Gail Storm, the
televislbn actress made life aboard ship hillarious.

From this s+‘‘ong start the Cottle can be traced into every state of the
Union, They ar s^ceptionally strong in Massachusetts, Texas and Missouri,
Listed below ' interesting excerpt from *he Vineyard Gazette, Martha's Vine
yard, Massar'^iaetts, Friday, August U, 1961.

name

TV ledger appears to have bten kept by the proprietor of a general

3^. e in Holmes Hole, the entries covering the period between I6l9and

Althou^ only one name is mentioned as proprietor, that of James
ottle, the hand writing in the book indicates that half a dozen differ-

ent persons made the entries. There may have been clerks employed in
this store, but it is more likely that tiiey were relatives.

The Banks history does not mention a James Cottle at a date that

would be in accord with this ledger's contents. But it does mention a

William Cottle who was a postmaster in Holmes Hole and who may have had
a store with the postoffice. However this may have been, the entries
prices, and names of the customers provide a look into the village *
of the period. The entries indicate that Mr, Cottle was a man of varied

interests, engaging in many kinds of business.

●» -

scene

In addition to his store where he dealt in various conanodities, he
had use for wagons and laborers, the hauling of loads of various kinds
some of which ere specified, ’

Some of the prices are interesting:

2 lbs. of wrot nails, 33 cents
3 bunches Cigars, 19 cents
1 pair shoes, 1-.29
1/2 dozen bl

remind';

coined in that time ^

1/2 gal, gin, US cents
6 lbs, coffee, 1,62

It seems that not only have the descendants of this fine family been in
creased but also the prices.

ates, 1^ cents
us that the half-cf nt was

TH>. H}-;NRY COTTLE F/JIILY

Henry Cottle w is born 3 May 1P?2, one of ten children at Horsley C
tershire, England, from the parents, waiiam Cottle and Ann Adams, whose
genitors have been traced back three further

Giouces-

pro-

generations to Richard,

U U ® 5 ‘ tall and weighted 180 pounds. ●
He had blue eyes and dark hair. He married Elizabeth Rrettell li, November l8l9.
They had f^r young chUdren, George, Thomas Edward, WiUiam Henry and Ann. all
born in Du^ey, Staffordshire, En^and, As a young family they found passare to
America, He and his family traveled through Kansas, Colorado and Wyoming,



It was in Wyoming near Laramie that the group was attacked by Indians on
His wife, Elizabeth, was taken prisoner and never seen again,

killed and her father, Jessie Brottell died three
Henry and Elizabeth's child, George, was also

killed and their daughter, Annie, was shot in the back with arrows but lived be
cause of a, heavy, thick overalls she wore. Henry himself was shot and left for
dead but he lived and with the other survivors made their way to Utah,
life he moved to Sacramento, California and there died of consumption on 19
December 1872, He was not known to have married again.

Through his three remaining children he is progenitor of approximately 316
descendants found mostly in Canada and the Western States, ranging in names from

2li July 1866,
Her mother, Mary Round, was
weeks later frcei tomahawk wounds.

Later in

Bachman to Stock,

Excerps from forthcoming history of the American Cottles,
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Thomas D, Cottle
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